UPCOMING Prayer List
Pray for all those with ongoing health

. ailments.

e Renee Cumberland (cancer)
e Ora Barrett

e Connie Montgomery

¢ Emily Linton

01/11/2026

. We are a body of believers whose soul
Communion intention is to glorify and serve the
. Preparation Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of

His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble

himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

2026 preparation list is in foyer
January - Potts

February - Carlberg

* March -

Birthday / Anniversary

Ora Barrett - 9th
Auburn Rowell - 18th

Monroe Joiner - 277th
Corey Murphy - 29th WEEKLY SERVICES & MEETINGS

SUNDAY
Men to Serve WEDNESDAY
e e Bible Study //
An Dwight Call .
nouncements ng t Callens 9:30 am Blble Stu dy / /
Scripture Reading - Micah 6:8 Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell

Head of Lord’s Table - Shay Cooper

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!

Assist on Lord’s Table - James
Johnson

Scripture Reading - Luke 22:14 - 22

Closing Prayer - Rick Carlberg




SERMON NOTES

The Death of a Christian
By Roger Shouse

Continued from previous page ...

It means that one has finished what
God wanted them to do. God not only
has an image that He wants us to be
like, He also has a work that He wants
us to be busy doing. Revelation 14:13
says concerning the dead who die in
the Lord, “Yes, says the spirit, that they
may rest from their labors, for their
deeds follow with them.” There is no
reward for the one who quits. There is

no praise to the one who fails. But to
those who finish what God wants done,
their death is blessed. Paul could say,
that he “fought the good fight, finished
the course, and kept the faith” (2
Timothy 4:6-8). Paul did what God
wanted Him to do.

It means that one will enjoy what God
has awaiting for them. Jesus has gone
to “prepare a place” for the Christian
(John 14:2-3). Christ calls us to “enter
into the joy of your master” (Matthew
25:21).

Indeed the life of a Christian is worth
it. The death of a Christian is precious.

God Owns Me
By David King

“And you have lifted yourself up
against the Lord of heaven . . . The God
who holds your breath in His hand and
owns all your ways, you have not
glorified.” (Daniel 5:23)
Belshazzar was a typical Mesopotamian
king: fabulously wealthy and powerful.
Or at least that’s how he thought of
himself. Even as the Medes and
Persians were closing in on his palace
(v. 30), the king in his arrogance threw
a great party for a thousand of his lords
(v. 1). No one could touch him; after
all, who else had the resources to put
on such a magnificent performance?
But the handwriting was on the wall,
and Belshazzar’s time was up (v. 5-28).
The proud tyrant had only hours to
live, and all his wealth and power could
not save him. Too late, he learned from
Daniel that the God whom he had
spurned “owns all your ways,” and it
was time to answer to his true Master.
God owns me, too. Whatever interests I
pursue in my life, there will come a
time when I must cash them in and
explain to Him why I made the choices
I made. However I choose to use my
time, that time is borrowed from Him,
and someday He will ask me how I
spent it. All my assets, all my talents,
all the opportunities and privileges and
relationships — even the very air that I
breathe — everything belongs to Him,
and He can call it in at a time and
manner of His choosing.
Once I understand that simple truth
about my life, it should awaken a
profound humility about who I am and
my purpose in life. God has put me
here to glorify Him, not my own selfish
ego. That awareness will influence
every decision I make. Life is not about

me. It’'s about Him, and I must bend
my will to His.

God gives each one of us the freedom
to use our lives any way we want. But
in a sense, none of us are really
autonomous. We belong to Him, and
someday we will return to Him as
naked and helpless as the day we were
born. The question is, what are we
doing with the precious few days God
has given us? Are we using them to
accomplish His purpose, or ours?

I can’t see it like Belshazzar did, but the
handwriting is on the wall for me, too.
When the time comes for God to take
me away, will I be ready for it?

The Death of a Christian
By Roger Shouse

The Psalmist tells us, “Precious in the
sight of the Lord is the death of His
godly ones” (Psalm 116:15). We also
read in the last book of the Bible,
“Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord from now on!” (Revelation 14:13).
It is often hard for us, when we are
feeling the pain and sorrow at the
passing of a beloved Christian to think
that such events are precious and
blessed. But the death of a Christian
means something that we often fail to
see.

It means that one has become what
God wanted them to be. The life of a
Christian is “choice and precious in the
sight of God” (1 Peter 2:4). God wants
us to be “conformed to the image of His
Son” (Romans 8:29). Living for Christ
is exactly what God wants us to be.

Continued on next page ...



